Summary of Vi Commands

1. How to create anew file or modify an existing filee 2. How to add information to a file:

calshp> vi filename a append after the cursor
i insert before the cursor
0] start a new line below the cursor
(@] start a new line above the cursor

The"esc" key must be used to end any of the above commandsor to begin any of the following commands
(depending on which way you look at it). You must also hit the" esc" key prior to any cursor movement.
When in doubt, hit the " esc" key and proceed.

3. How to delete information from afile:

X deletes the character the cursor is under
dd deletes the line the cursor ison

4, How to make corrections:

r followed by asingle character, replaces the character the cursor ison
R followed by many characters until an "esc" key istyped, writesover all the previous characters

5. More edit commands

CTRL-f scroll down ndd deleten lines

CTRL-b scroll up nG gotolinen

A go to beginning of line ny copy nlines

$ go to end of line p put copied lines below cursor

6. How to exit from vi:

Depress the escape key; then type acolon ;" and you are ready to use one of the line commands.

72z saves the current changes and exits vi

‘wq saves the current changes and exits vi

w! saves the current changes but does not exit vi
q! exits vi without saving any change

7. Moreline commands:

1 goes to the top line of your file
5 goesto the fifth line of your file
$ goes to the bottom line of your file
'set nu will number al your lines
'set nonu will turn off the line numbering
:1,$/oldstr/newstr/g how to make global substitution
Vi returns to the full screen editor
Vi Tutorial
Starting Vi

Suppose we wish to create a file named "spuds' and put sometext init. Enter the following line to start the editor.
calshp> vi spuds

--Over--



Vi's 3 Modes

Vi has 3 modes: write mode, command mode and command line mode. Write mode is used for entering text and the
command modes are used for entering various commands.

Write Mode

When you first enter the editor, you are in the command mode. To enter the write mode, type the letter a for
append. Thisis one of the four possible commands for entering the write mode. Now type the sentence:

Spuds went to awild party.

The cursor should now be at the end of the line. Suppose that you really wanted to type " Spuds went to school.".
While you are in write mode and still on the same line, you can correct your mistakes by hitting the backspace key.
Asthe cursor goes back, the letters do not immediately disappear. Hit the backspace key until the cursor is under
thea. Now typein school.. The line should appear like the following:

Spuds went to school .party.

Now hit the esc key to exit the write mode and Vi will clean up theline.

At this point, you should type afew more lines about Spuds' day in school. Hit the return key when you want to

end aline or when you reach the physical end. It isrecommended that you do not allow the cursor to wrap
around theend of aline.

Command Mode

Y ou are in command mode whenever you hit esc to leave the write mode. |n command mode, you can move the
cursor anywhere in thefile.

The x key deletesindividual characters. Try deleting some charactersin your file. Now try inserting some new

text. Enter the insert mode with thei key thistime and type afew words. When you're done inserting, hit the esc
key to return to the command mode. Try deleting aline by typing dd.

Command-Line Mode

Command-line mode is used for such things as writing changes and exiting the editor. To enter command-line
mode, type : whilein command mode. The: will now appear at the bottom of the screen and the command which
you type will appear on that line.

To save the editing done in this session and exit Vi, type wq at the command-line prompt. This returnsyou to the
calshp prompt.

To edit the file spuds again, type vi spuds

If you make some changes but do not wish to save those changes, you can quit Vi without saving them. Instead of
typing wq on the command-line, type q!. The g stands for quit and the ! means that you wish to quit despite the fact
that the changes have not been saved.
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