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Stimulus Applications Could Overwhelm Grants.gov

The first federal casualty of the stimulus bill was identified by the Office of Management and Budget this week when OMB director Peter Orszag told agency heads to plan for a possible meltdown of the government's main grantmaking portal.

A review of its capacity revealed a "significant risk of failure," Orzag warned. A memo sent to agencies said that Grants.gov, a site where nonprofits and local governments can search federal programs and apply for more than 1,000 competitive grants from 22 agencies, is already straining under the weight of recent growth. With an expected 60 percent increase in volume because of last month's $787 billion stimulus bill, the system could just break, Orszag said.
-----Quoted from the Washington Post, March 11, 2009

http://voices.washingtonpost.com/44/2009/03/11/stimulus_applications_could_ov.html
Lesson…Submit Early for guaranteed submission.  DO NOT wait until the due date to submit or you run the risk of your proposal not making it through the grants.gov server

· You as PI do not need to register in Grants.gov – the Institution has already done this
· Each PI must have an eRA Commons ID.  To do this, email your request to Casey Hillmer (clhillmer@cals.wisc.edu) and she will set you up.
· We can submit this Challenge Grant application in CAYUSE (http://www.rsp.wisc.edu/cayuse/index.html)

· Logging into Cayuse:

· Go to http://www.rsp.wisc.edu/cayuse/index.html, and click the button to log in 

· Enter your UWNet ID and Password. 

· Set up your Cayuse Profile:

· Go to the People tab or the Professional Profiles link (both are the same). 

· Find your name on the list and click on it. 

· Click on eRA Role, be sure to check the box next to "Principal Investigator" 

· Click on Routing Profile. From the dropdown menu in the Next Reviewer field, select Carol Hillmer 

· Edit other information (Name, degrees, contact info) as needed.  Once your Profile is set up you will want to start your proposal
· Create your proposal:

· Go to the Proposals tab. 

· Click the button that has <green plus> Proposal 

· Find your funding opportunity (RFA-OD-09-003) in the list and select it
· Enter a proposal name (the name you enter here is internal only and will not go to NIH)
· Select yourself as PI
· Select THE Board of Regents of the UW as Organization
· Select your number of budget periods (2 years max)

· Choose NIH simple as the Validation Type
· Click Create Proposal. 

· Other details:

· The orange key that you see allows you to set permissions. You have separate permissions for your profile and for the proposal. If you want anyone to be able to log into Cayuse to see and work on the proposal, go to permissions and add them. 

· The key personnel you are including who are on campus will need to set up their profiles (following the same steps above) and give you permission to autofill their information into your proposal.
· The key personnel that are Off campus will need to have a professional profile set up for them.  In this case, we will need to be sure their Institution is currently listed in Cayuse, then we set up a profile for them and link them to their institution.  Then you can autofill their information into the application package. 
· When you're finished with the proposal, click on Routing & Approval (bottom left), and click to check the box next to your name. This will enable the proposal for approval and submission. 

· Everything in Cayuse happens in parallel to WISPER - WISPER is the routing mechanism, and Cayuse is where your actual proposal lives.
· When completing your NIH Challenge Grants in Health and Science Research (RC1) application packages and be sure to do the following:

· Budget may not exceed $500K per year in TOTAL costs (direct and indirect) or $1M total
· Begin your project summary/abstract citing the specific topic identifier:
· Example: This application addresses broad Challenge Area (01): Behavior, Behavioral Change, and Prevention and specific Challenge Topic, 01-GM-104: Mechanisms of Behavior Change Research
· If you choose to have multiple PIs – you must attach a multiple PI Leadership plan.

· A WISPER record will also need to be created. Work with the appropriate person in your department to:
· Log into WISPER using your Net ID
· Click on UW WISPER/My WISPER

· Create a new Record

· Fill in:

· Short title (internal title only referenced in WISPER – does not get sent to the Sponsor)

· PI (should have autofilled with your name)

· Department

· Sponsor – search for NIH then click on DHHS, PHS, National Institutes of Health

· Then Create the Record

· Once the record is created you will fill as much of the General tab as possible – be sure to:
· Answer the compliance questions

· Sign the record

· Fill in ARRA RFA-OD-09-003 in the Sponsor Program Number
· Attach any relevant files to the attachments tab (budget detail)

· Gather the appropriate approvals from your department

· Route the record to the CALS Research Division
