
Areas of Identified Research Need for Wisconsin 
 
Within these broad national goals, states are asked to draw on stakeholder input to help direct use 
of formula funding.  In Wisconsin, faculty meet regularly with college and departmental 
advisory groups, commodity organizations, state agencies, consumer groups, and private 
citizens.  Input from these stakeholders, and from those performing the research, is beneficial to 
assist in highlighting areas of research need.  Department chairs are asked to provide a small 
number of research topics from each unit of CALS for use in the Hatch and McIntire-Stennis call 
for proposals.  The following is a compilation of common Wisconsin themes reviewed and 
updated annually.  Note:  Research proposals from all topic areas will be considered, and ranked 
according to the criteria provided in this call for proposals.  The list below is provided solely to 
draw attention to needs currently of interest within the state.  
 
• Mechanisms of pest and pathogen resistance as well as the safe and effective control of pests 

and pathogens, with minimum effects on environmental quality and human health. 
• Effects of change in global climate, human population pressures, and public policy on 

agricultural production, environmental resources, ecosystem management, and future land 
uses. 

• Identification of socioeconomic or other forces that shape the viability of Wisconsin 
industries and employment including agriculture, bio-based industry, forestry, wildlife 
management, recreation, and other land uses. 

• Research on food safety, nutritional health, environmental protection, and biotechnology and 
on providing information on dietary choices, lifestyle and community decisions. 

• Sustainable agricultural and forestry production and processing systems that provide 
improved food safety and security, environmental protection, economically viable 
communities, protection of public goods, and human well-being.  This need requires an 
understanding of basic life processes and model plant/animal systems in order to manage 
biotic systems for human use. 

• Research and development related to agricultural processes with the potential to enhance the 
productivity and quality of livestock and food and bio-fuel crops in a sustainable manner. 

 


